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MEMOIRS OF JOSEPH STURGE. 
(Continued from page 243.) 


[After introducing some other letters written 
by Joseph Sturge in America, his biographer 
says :—|] 

There surely isa lesson taught us by the facts 
disclosed in the above correspondence, which it 
would be culpable to overlook at such a moment 
as this. Is not the conviction forced upon us 
with a painful distinctness, that there has been 
a grievous lack of fidelity on the part of the va- 
rious Christian bodies in America as respects 
‘the accursed thing’ that was defiling their 
camp? Is it possible to resist the suggestion, 
that if they had only been faithful toduty and to 
God, they might long ago have stayed the moral 
pestilence which is now bringing so fearful a 
retribution upon the country? Ithad becomeal- 
most a matter of boast among the respectable, 
and especially among the religious, portion of the 
community in the United States, that, shrinking 
with a sentimental delicacy from contact with 
such coarse elements, they had ceased to take 
any living, active interest in political affairs. 
The Socieiy of Friends particularly, as is obvi- 
ous from the letters we have just cited, excused 
themselves from bearing part in the anti-slavery 
agitation, on the plea that secular politics were 
something common and unclean, which they 
could not touch without soiling their own pu- 
rity. A vague sentiment of the same sort per- 
vades large classes of the religious community 
in our own country. Butis not this practical 
asceticism utterly at variance with the whole 
spirit and intention of the Gospel? Have 
Christians, who are placed in the midst of so- 
ciety by their Master expressly that they may 
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become ‘the salt of the earth,’ any right to 
shrink from their responsibilities as citizens, on 
the pretence of guarding their own spirituality 
from danger? Was it ever intended that, ina 
world abounding with evil which can be van- 
quished only by the power of Christian influ- 
ence as revealed through personal character and 
exertion, those who profess to have received in- 
to their hearts the principle of a higher and pu- 
rer life should abandon the government of soei- 
ety to the uncontrolled dominion of what they 
are apt enough to designate a sordid worldly 
ambition, while they seclude themselves in an 
artificial circle of sanctity, nursing their own 
religious emotions, and 


‘Pampering the coward heart 
With feelings all too delicate for use?’ 


Do not the past history and present condition of 
the United States press such questions as these 
with solemn emphasis on the attention of Chris- 
tian men everywhere ? 

Joseph Sturge, at any rate, with a courageous 
loyalty to conscience from which he never 
shrank, bravely did his duty as respects all the 
classes with whom he was brought into contact 
in America. To the slave-trader at Baltimore, 
whose establishment he had visited, he wrote a 
letter of faithful Christian admonition, in which 
he besought kim, ‘ by his hopes of peace here 
and hereafter,’ to abandon his occupation. ‘I 
need not say,’ he remarks, ‘ that my feelings 
were painfully exercised in looking over thy 
buildings, fitted up with bolts and bars for the 
reception of human beings for sale. A sense 
of the misery and suffering of the unfortunate 
slaves who have been from time to time confined 
there—of their separation from home and kin- 
dred—and of the dreary prospect before them of 
a life of unrequited toil in the South and South- 
west, rested heavily upon me. I could there 
realise the true nature of the system of slavery. 
I was in a market-house for human flesh, where 
humanity is degraded to a level with the brute, 
and where children of our common Father in 
Heaven, and for whom our blessed Redeemer 
offered up the atoning sacrifice of His blood 
were bargained for and sold like beasts that 
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perish. I would beseech thee,’ he 
says in conclusion, ‘ to listen to that voice which 
I am persuaded sometimes urges thee to “ put 
away the evil of thy doings,” to ‘‘do justice 
and love mercy,” and thus cease to draw upon 
thyself the curse of those merchants of Tyre 
who “ traded in the petsons of men.” ’” 
He was also the bearer of an address, signed 
by the venerable Thomas Clarkson, from the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to 
the President of the United States. He was 
desirous of presenting this in person; but he 
found, on inquiry, that it would be very dif- 
ficult to obtain an audience for the purpose, as 
no member of Congress appeared willing to un- 
dertake the unpopular service of introducing 
the bearer of such a document. He therefore 
wrote a letter to the President, informing him 
that he had this address in charge, and asking 
* permission to wait upon him and place it in his 
hands. To this no reply was received, nor did 
the President make the slightest allusion to it 
when Mr. Sturge was subsequently introduced 
to him. He had no mind, however, to be 
balked of his object by this discourtesy. He 
therefore drew up a paper, addressed ‘ To the 
Abolitionists of the United States,’ in which, 
while giving a copy of the address, he described 
the attempt he had vainly made to bring it un- 
der the cognisance of the Chief Officer of the 
Republic, adding quietly, that ‘ memorials of a 
similar character had been presented to different 
heads of governments in other parts of the 
world, and had been uniformly received with 
marked respect.’ He expatiated also at some 
length, and with deep feeling, upon the sorrow- 
ful scenes he had witnessed in the district of 
Columbia, under the very shadow of the capitol 
—the slave-trading establishments where humah 
beings, walled in as in a jail, ‘herded together 
like cattle for the market ;’ and the city prison, 
built and maintained by the Federal govern- 
ment, ‘an old and loathsome building,’ crowded 
with colored prisoners, some of them guilty of 
no offence, but placed in those cells because the 
slave-dealers found it convenient to make use of 
them as a place of deposit and market for their 
slaves. Copies of this paper were sent to the 
President, and to each member of the Senate 
and House of Representatives. It was exten- 
sively republished in the newspapers, North 
and South, anti-slavery and pro-slavery, and 
brought down upon its author a plentiful share 
of abuse. It is probable that it produced a con- 
siderable impression upon the minds of many. 
There was, at any rate, a curious illustration 
afforded in an article which appeared in the 
‘New York Herald’ (then, as ever, the faithful 










































watch-dog of slavery) of the alarm which his’ 


presence and supposed influence at Washington 


inspired in the pro-slavery ranks. It happened | 
that while he was in that city the question of 
what was called the ‘Gag Law’ was discussed in 
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Congress ; that is, a rule adopted by the House 
of Representatives, by which petitions for the 
abolition of slavery in the district of Columbia 
were laid upon the table without being read or 
referred, which was tantamount to their rejec- 
tion. Mr. Sturge had the pleasure of witness- 
ing the brave struggles of the venerable Jobn 
Quincy Adams to prevent the re-enactment of 
this rule, in which he happily succeeded. 
Whereupon the ‘ New York Herald’ proclaimed ; 
‘Jcseph Sturge is now at Washington, using 
every means in his power to procure the abo- 
lition of slavery in the district of Columbia. 
It was principally through his sinister influence 
that the decision in the House of Representa- 
tives, the other day, resulted in favor of the 
abolitionists ; and what he may effect before he 
gets through with his schemes there, it is im- 
possible tosay. Let the Southern delegation in 
Congress look after this Sturge.’ 


Mr. Sturge felt it right, moreover, to pub- 


lish a respectful but honest appeal to the mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends in the States, 
beseeching them not to allow themselves to be 
deterred by sectarian scruples and restraints 
from entering heartily into the movement going 
on around them on behalf of the oppressed. 
Adverting to the objection he found current in 
Quakerly circles, he says :— 


‘If this good cause be really endangered by 


popular excitement and the indiscretion of its 
imprudent advocates, the obligation of consistent 
Friends to be found at their posts, faithfully 
maintaining the testimony of truth on its be- 
half, is greatly increased ; and it is under such 
circumstances that I think I have seen the 
peculiar advantage and protection to our young 
Friends in England, of having their elder 
brethren with them, aiding them by their sym- 
pathy, as well as by their advice and counsel. 
Lam persuaded that those who are called to 
occupy the foremost ranks in society cannot be 
too careful not to impose a burden upon tender 
consciences by discouraging, either directly or 
indirectly, a course of conduct which is sano- 


tioned by the precepts and example of our 
Divine Master, lest they alienate from us some 
of His disciples, and thereby greatly injure the 
Society they are so laudably anxious to “keep 
unspotted from the world.”’’ 

His own modest estimate of the effects of his 
visit may be seen by the following extract 
from a letter which he wrote to his friend, 
Thomas Harvey, immediately on his arrival in 
England :— 

‘My pear Frrenp.—Thou wilt be pleased 
to hear that I arrived safe at Liverpool after a 
quick passage by the Caledonia steamer, via 
Poston and Halifax. I have to apologise to 
thee for not answering, as I intended, thy kind 
letter, but I found my time so very closely oc- 
cupied while in America, that I was obliged to 
give up writing all letters but what appeared 
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absolutely needful. I can hardly tell if my| pressed Mr. Whittier, who was present, for he 
visit has been of any service to our cause, but| has commemorated this interview in a beautiful 
if I may measure its value either by the abuse} poem on the death of Dr. Channing, from which 
of the pro-slavery press there ,or by the alarm | we quote a few stanzas: 
and uueasiness of some Friends who are op- 
posed to all abolition action in our Society, I 
may hope some little good will result About 
the most I have reason to hope for is, perhaps, 
that the members of our Society, who wish in- 
dividually to act, will have less obstruction 
thrown in their way ; and I trust, also, the sin- 
cere abolitionists will in future waste less of 
their strength in complaining of each other. 
‘Very sincerely and affectionately thy friend, 
‘JosepH SrurGeE.’ 


Among the papers which Lewis Tappan 
kindly sent for the use of the biographer, there 
are several containing records of liberal dona- 
tions which Mr. Sturge made towards the anti- 
slavery cause while in America, the last of 
which was the following, written on the eve of 
his embarkation for England, and left as a part- 
ing legacy in the hands of his friend :— 

‘Joseph Sturge places at the disposal of his 
friend Lewis Tappan the sum of 1,000 dollars, 
or any portion thereof, for the promotion of 
anti-slavery objects, provided that Lewis Tap- 
pan draws for the same as he may require it, 
any time within twelve months of the date 
hereof. ‘JosepH Sturge. 


‘New York, 7th month 22nd, 1841. 

To another of these documents, containing 
instructions for the distribution of several large 
sums, are attached the following words: ‘The 
gifts to be paid with the express condition that 
they be acknowledged as from “A Friend,” 
and not in Joseph Sturge’s name.’ But surely 
we may hold that death has now repealed this 
modest interdict, and left us at liberty to avail 
ourselves of this chance revelation of one among 
@ multitude of such generous benefactions which 
ran along the whole line of his life, in which, 
while his hand was ‘open as day to melting 
charity,’ he was careful not to let his left hand 
know what his right hand did. 

In his letters to his sister, from which we 
have quoted, Mr. Sturge refers to a visit he 
paid to Dr. Channing. ‘There was much to at- 
tract these two strongly to each other ; the same 
simplicity of character, the same tenderness of 
heart, the same sense of the sacred responsibili- 
ties of life, and the same warm interest in the 
condition of the humble and down-trodden. The 
hour that they spent together seems to have 
been one of earnest and solemn communion,|of the promise: ‘“‘ Where two or three are 
consecrated by the word of God and prayer. We| gathered together in my name, there am I in 
must own that the image of the Evangelical; the midst of them.” Had we implicit faith in 
Quaker and the Unitarian minister, rising above | his promises we should seldom fail of attending 
all distinctions of theological creed, while their; our religious meetings. It is in accordance 
souls mingled in prayer on behalf of those that, with our natural inclinations to seek to find an 
are desolate and oppressed, is one on which we excuse for wrong-doing. The fact of our 
love to dwell. It seems to have deeply im- brother’s remissness in this respect is no exouse 


‘By Narragansett’s sunny bay, 
Beneath his green embowering wood, 
To me it seems but yesterday 
Since at his side I stood. 


The slopes lay green with summer rains, 
The western wind blew fresh and free, 

And glimmered down the orchard lanes 
The white surf of the sea. 


With us was one who, calm and true, 
Life’s highest purpose understood ; 

And, like his blessed Master, knew 
The joy of doing good. 


Unlearned, unknown to lettered fame, 
Yet on the lips of England’s poor 
And toiling millions, dwelt his name 

With blessings evermore. 


Unknown to power or place, yet where 
The sun looks o’er the Carib sea, 

It blended with the freeman’s prayer 
A song of Jubilee. 


. 


No bars of sect or clime were felt— 

The Babel strife of tongues had ceased— 
And at ore common altar knelt 

The Quaker and the Priest. 


And not in vain ; with strength renewed, 
And zeal refreshed, and hope less dim, 
For that brief meeting, each pursued 
The path allotted him.’ 
(To be continued.) 


——_——_-.0e—- -- — -—— 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF IOWA YEAR- 
LY MEETING OF FRIENDS, 1864. 
(Concluded from page 246.) 

The Meeting has now again entered upon the 
consideration of the state of Society, by reading 
the remaining Queries and Answers. 

While engaged io this interesting review, a 
feeling of solemnity has prevailed, and many 
exercised minds present have travailed in spirit 
for the religious welfare of our members indi- 
vidually, and for our growth as a branch of the 
militant church. The duty of attending all 
our religious meetings has been alluded to. 
Where any of our members are in the continual 
neglect of our mid-week meetings from motives 
of worldly gain, spiritual poverty will be the 
result. Can we sacrifice our Saviour for the 
pittance of a little time, and at the expense of 
our highest spiritual interests? The attend- 
ance of our religions meetings is a privilege as 
well as a Christian duty. We were reminded 
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for us. If we are Christ’s disciples, we shall 
love him and keep his commandments. The 
consistent follower of the lowly Saviour will sel- 
dom fail to obey the injunction of the Apostle, 
“ not to forsake the assembling of ourselves to- 


gether as the manner of some is.” 


Faith is the real spring of action ; according 
to our faith be it unto us. It is for the want 
of this faith which works by love, and purifies 
the heart, that so many neglect the attendance 
of our religious meetings. If any are sick, 
faith is the only medicine, and those who are 
sound in the faith should adwinister*to the 
spiritually diseased. ‘‘ The prayer of faith shall 
save the sick ; and the Lord shall raise him up, 
and if he have committed sins they shall be 


forgiven him.” 


The duty of Christain love was feelingly urged 
upon us. If we love those who love us what 
reward have we? Do not even the publicans 
the same? It is easy to love our friends, but 
how hard to obey the injunction, “ Love your 
enemies.”” Had we the true love of God in 
our hearts, tale-bearings and detraction, bicker- 
ings and strife would be banished from among 
us. The disposition to dwell upon the failings 


of others, or rise up in judgment against an 


erring brother, would no longer be enter- 


tained. 

If the same mind is in us which was in 
Christ, this Christian love will more and more 
abound among us. If we come to experience 
that God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven our 
sins, and given us an assurance of acceptance 
with him, and as his love comes to be estab- 
lished in our hearts, we shall feel true Chris- 
tian love to flow, not only to those who love us, 
but toward all men, a.d especially the house. 
hold of faith. As it comes to be our experi- 
ence, we shall be ready to forgive an erring 
brother, not only seven times, but seventy 
times seven. 

We observe a tendency apparent in our re- 
ligious Society to attach less importance than 
formerly to some of the peculiarities which dis- 
tinguish us outwardly as a people, with a 
prayerful solicitude that if some of those specific 
forms which may have served their appointed 
end in protecting the tender fruit hitherto, are 
no longer enjoined by the Holy Ghost, our 
grand enemy may not be suffered to take ad- 
vantage of their liberty, to lay waste in the 
fairest portions of our heritage, that simplicity 
which must ever characterise and adorn the 
church of Christ. While we feel that no 
period of our history as a people has been more 
critical than that which we are now passing, 
while not only our foundation is tried, but the 
structure we are building thereon is subjected 
to the severest tests of searching examinations, 
we are strengthened in the belief that our 
Father in heaven is permitting this ordeal, in 
order to bring forth this branch of his church, 
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freshly purged and prepared for the accomplish- 
ment of his developing purposes in the vast 
fields of labor to which he is increasingly set- 
ting before us an open door. We fervently de- 
sire that our young men may steadfastly abide 
under the preparing hand of the Great Head of 
the Church, that in the great call extended to 
us from Heaven, and echoed from earth, to rally 
round and sustain inviolate all the vital prin- 
ciples of our profession, they may take their 
places in his spiritual building, according to 
the Divine will. 


The Christian duty of daily collecting our 
families for the purpose of reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and solemn waiting upon God, has 
been feelingly alluded to: and Friends through- 
out our Yearly Meeting encouraged to faithful- 
ness in this respect. We were admonished to 
consider our responsibility to our families, and 
our duty toour Maker. Let an altar be erected 
in every household, where daily prayer, either 
silent or vocal, shall ascend to Him on whom 
we depend for all the blessings we enjoy. 


Subordinate Meetings are directed tosend up 
explicit statements of the number of families 
who are in the habit of reading the holy Scrip- 
tures daily in a collective capacity, also the 
number of those who neglect this important 
duty. 

The Quarterly Meetings are requested to re- 

port to next Yearly Meeting, the number of 
families and parts of families in each, also the 
number of members, males and females distinct- 
ly. 
: The Friends appointed to prepare Essays of 
Epistles to other Yearly Meetings, have pro- 
duced an Epistle addressed to each of the fol- 
lowing Yearly Meetings, viz.—London, Dub- 
lin, New England, New York, Baltimore, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Indiana and Western, which 
have been read and adopted, .and are directed 
to be recorded. 
This Meeting having been favored to trans- 
act the important business which has claimed 
its attention, now comes toa solemn conclusion, 
to meet again at the usual time next year, if 
the Lord permit. We have been made to re- 
joice that, during its various sittings, a spirit of 
Christian love and harmony has prevailed. We 
have felt our hearts tendered together, and in 
that love that comes from God, have been 
made to realize the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. And when widely separated, 
may we be favored by watchfulness Snd prayer 
to retain the good impressions received while 
here. ‘Now unto Him who loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God, and 
his Father, to Him be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Witter Dortand, Clerk. 
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For Friend’s Review. 
ISAAC COLLINS. 


Isaac Collins, the son of Isaac and Rachel 
Collins, was born in Trenton, N. J., and re- 
ceived most of his education at Nine Partners 
Boarding School, N. Y. When of a suitable 
age he established himself as a bookseller and 
publisher in New York. The firm of Collins 
& Co., sent forth numerous editions of the 
Bible, thus supplying a great public want. Here 
he also became an active member of the Bible 
Society, and afterwards, in Philadelphia, assisted 
in forming the first Bible Society in the Relig- 
ious Society of Friends. His love for the Bible 
cause lasted through life. In New York he was 
very instrumental in founding the House of 
Refuge, and was active in the management of 
the public schools of that city. 

In 1828, when a little over forty years of age, 
he removed to Philadelphia. He had acquired 
what he regarded as a cowpetency,* andsolemnly 
determined to devote the remainder of his life 
to the improvement of his fellow-beings, and 
the relief of human suffering. Soon after his 
removal to Philadelphia, he was elected a Man- 
ager of the House of Refuge, and with the ex- 
ception of nearly two years spent in Europe, 
he held this office until his decease, a period of 
over thirty years. How zealously, efficiently, 
and judiciously he did the work assigned him, 
none are more ready to testify than his associ- 
ates. 

In several other reformatory institutions he 
was an active, faithful laborer; his energy and 
dependence upon his heavenly Father for aid 
in his labors of love for the good of the human 
family, enabled him to overcome obvious and 
serious difficulties. One of his first undertak- 
ings was to form a First-day school for colored 
adults, and fur years he walked several miles to 
teach them. 

He was strongly attached to the doctrines 
and testimonies of his own religious Society, 
but loved all those who loved the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity and truth. His views on the 
subject of war had always been peculiarly 
strong, and for years he circulated Peace docu- 
ments, Dymond’s Essays, and other works on the 
subject, always when occasion presented up- 
holdiag those blessed words, “ Peace on earth 
and good willto men.” Although unable by 
sickness to t:ke an active interest in the pres- 
ent sad state of our country, it was a cause of 
sore distress to his mind. Whilst drafting for 
the army was going on he said tohis youngest son, 
‘“* My dear son, I wish thou wouldst go to prison 


* A few months before his decease, Isaac Collins, 
in a conversation with the writer of this note, stated 
that at the age of about thirty-four, when his annual 
profits amounted to twenty thousand dollars, he 
withdrew from his business, believing that great 
— would be injurious to his children in early 
ife. 
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rather than to-the war if thy name is taken. 
I have always held peace principles, and wish 
my sons to stand faithful ;” and it was a cause 
of gratitude that neigher of his six sons has 
engaged in military affairs. 

His illness was protracted and very suffering, 
and he experienced deep conflict of spirit, being 
often engaged in prayer. Though he had la- 
bored so long in works of love, yet he was 
brought to feel that under the humbling power 
of Divine grace, as he emphatically said, “he 
renounced all trust, before God, in every- 
thing except the grace of God through Christ, 
whose riches abound even to the chief of-sin- 
ners.” It was remarked to him that he had 
done much in various lines of charity, but he 
added, ‘‘ Before God all is of no account for my 
justification—my only trust and hope are in 
what Christ has done for my salvation.” 

A few days before his decease, to an old 
friend who called to see him, he said, “If I 
only had an assurance of entering heaven.” 
The visitor said, “ You have done so much 
good in the world, that if you are not saved, I 
do not know who will be.” He replied with 
great earnestness, as he fastened his eyes on his 
friend, “I have no other trust than in the 
atoning blood of Christ.”” He was brought into 
a state of tenderness of spirit and great rever- 
ence for God, and fear of offending Him. Dur- 
ing intense suffering, he would sometimes call 
on his dear Saviour for mercy, and afterwards 
be troubled, fearing ‘‘it might savor of irrever- 
ence.” He spoke of the holiness of God, and 
the need of every stain being removed from 
his own garments, that he might be clothed 
with the righteousness of Christ his Saviour, 
saying. ‘‘ My only hope is in Him for forgive- 
ness of sin and acceptance.” Deep were the 
baptisms of spirit he passed through, when 
sorely buffeted with fears and doubts. At one 
time when he was told to look to Jesus, whose 
power was above every other power, he ex- 
claimed, whilst taking hold of faith, “ Get thee 
behind me, Satan, I will cling to Christ my 
Saviour.” He then found peace in Jesus, the 
rock of the Christian’s strength. 

During the fore part of his illness, the tone 
of his language was that of anxiety and fear, 
lest he should, through weakness and want of 
submission to God’s will, fail in obtaining that 
acceptance, granted only to those who, through 
all trials and sufferings, can say, ‘Thy will, 
not mine, be done.” But as months of weari- 
some days and nights were appointed him, his 
faith grew stronger, and he could take a firmer 
hold on the precious promises of the glorious 
rest prepared for the children of God. This is 
illustrated by some expressions used on the last 
day of his life. When asked how he felt, he 
replied, “ My faith is weak, but [ am trying.” 
Again, being asked whether he wanted any 
thing, he answered, “ I have all things.” Ina 
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whisper he prayed—“ Lord have mercy,” and 


afterwards said, “ Heaven is near, there stands 
my Saviour.” His wife having said‘to him, 
“ Dear, thou hast nearly@eached thy heavenly 
home,” he replied, “ Yes, by the way of the 
cross.” 


Instead of the fearful agony of the last mo- 


REVIEW. 





to practise, and upon which they can look back 
with self-complacency. And I think there are 
likewise some who, with devout and religious 
feelings, are led to believe that a conformity to 
some outward ceremonies is necessary in order 
to become members of Christ’s kingdom. 
These sentiments have perhaps gained addi- 

































ments, which he had imagined before him, his 
eyes closed and his breathing quietly ceased. 
Precious was the feeling that pervaded the 
room as the spirit entered into rest, and was 
joined to that glorious company around the 
throne that had come out of great tribulation, 
and had washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

“The needle which was made to tremble by 
local disturbing influences for a time, so that 
the vessel seemed to be endangered on stormy 
waters, at last fixed its point towards the guid- 
ing star, and a safe and speedy entrance was 
mercifully given into a long-wished for harbor. 
The anchor was within the veil.” 

He died on the 15th of Ist month, 1863, 
aged 75 years. 

scsceneatillianadiitie 
VARIOUS MOTIVES FOR LEAVING THE SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS. 


[The following remarks are found in the 
Extracts from Margaret Woods’ Journal, under 
date of 6th mo. 16th, 1816, and are inserted at 
the suggestion of a highly valued friend, who 
hopes they may be useful to some in the present 
day. 

In the preface to the volume of Extracts, we 
are informed that“ Margaret Woods, a member 
of the Society of Friends, was the eldest 
daughter of Samuel and Grizell Hoare, many 
years resident at Stoke Newington, near Lon- 


tional force, from the comparison of their own 
spiritual experiences with the description of 
those of others. They are in haste to partici- 
pate in aspiritual supper; and if they meet 
with those who invite them to partake of the 
elementary bread and wine, distributed at what 
is called the communion table, and who express 
their own satisfaction in so doing, they are flat- 
tered with the hope, that they may there, 
in the breaking of bread, find Him whom their 
souls desire. And if the practice of such 
forms be accompanied with faith ; if the spirit- 
ual senses are refreshed, and the fruit pro- 
duced is holy, I should hardly dare to endea- 
vor to shake the faith of such, in the use of 
them, however unimportant they might appear 
to me ; I should rather consider them like the 
meat offered to idols, which either eaten of, 
or abstained from, in faith, would meet with 
acceptance. I doubt whether some religious 
minds may not let in a degree of despondency, 
from comparing their own feelings with those 
described by others. They hear them speak of 
spiritual enjoyments and communications, which 
upon close examination they cannot appropri- 
ate to themselves; therefore, fears and doubts 
intrude, that lead them to think they are not 
in the right way. But if, with sincerity of 
heart, they endeavor to walk before God in hu- 
mility and fear, desiring to love him above all, 
and to fulfil all the duties he requires of them, 





don. She was born in 1748, and was married 
to Joseph Woods in the spring of 1769. They 
at first settled in London, but after two or 
three years removed to Stoke Newington; and 
she continued to reside in that village till her 
seventy-fuurth year, when she peacefully depart 
ed this life on the fifth of the Seventh month, 
1821, little more than a week after writing the 
last paragraph in the Journal.’ 

An edition of the Extracts was published by 
Henry Longstreth in 1850.] 

6th mo. 16th, 1816—Different motives may in- 
duce various individuals of our Society to quit it. 
Perhaps the most general one is, that the way is 
too strait and narrow to suit their inclinations, 
and that they do not much trouble themselves to 
examine farther. I think there are others who 
feel some serious impressions, some desires to pre- 
pare fora heavenly mansion, who yet perbaps 
entertain the opinion, that there is more strict- 
ness amongst us than is necessary. They want to 
be religious without so much of humiliation 
and the cross, and hope to satisfy their minds 
with some forms of religious worship, which 
they find their own powers will enable them 





they may rest assured that they are the objects 
of Divine regard, and that he will dispense to 
them that portion of spiritual food which is 
profitable for them. I believe there is a great 
difference in the description of spiritual feel- 


ings. Some persons would perhaps only say 
that their minds were in a state of comfortable, 
solemn silence, when others would venture to 
put a higher stamp upon it, and say they sat 
under the overshadowing wing of Divine love. 
The same difference would most likely occur 
in many other things, and probably arises (in 
part at least) from natural warmth of feeling 
and temper. But these feelings are not the 
test by which we are to be trie@. The lan- 
guage of our blessed Lord is, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments;”’ if our conduct 
evince this love, we are the disciples of Christ, 
and need not doubt that we shall be owned by 
him hereafter. 

To the class of the first description, it would 
be well to recommend serious inquiry ; to ad- 
monish them to contemplate the importance of 
the subject, whether there be not something 
to be thought of, and something to be done, in 
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we are to be finally placed hereafter ; whether 
a life of dissipation and negligence will 
make us fit subjects for the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

If the second class were to read the Scrip- 
tures attentively, and consider the holiness of 
life and conversation there enjoined, and the 
purity of heart necessary to gain an entrance 
into Christ’s kingdom, they would see that the 
cross, and that holy discipline which it enjoins, 
must be submitted to, in order to salvation; 
neither can any outward forms be substituted 
in its room, or serve asan equivalent. Under 
the dispensation of the law, as well as under 
that of the Gospel, forms and ceremonies 
would avail nothing without the devotion 
of the heart. God, by the mouth of his 
prophets, expresses his abhorrence of their 
sacrifices and vain oblations, when their in- 
iquities had separated them from him. And 
our Saviour declares, that it is not one or the 
other place that makes worship acceptable, but 
that the “true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth.” 


The third class seem to the, after “having 
begun in the spirit,” to seek to be “‘ made per- 
fect in the flesh.” They have felt some spirit- 
ual desires raised, some hunger and thirst after 
the bread and water of life ; and 1 trust if they 
had abode in simplicity and patience, without 
seeking high things for themselves, they would 
in due time have been replenished therewith. 
If they think that they have found a readier 
way of attaining them through ordinances, let 
them reflect that the ordinance can eve but 
the means, not the end. Let them beware of 
mistaking a warmth of imagination for the fervor 
of piety, or of considering any exalted feelings, 
or the practice of any ceremonial observances, as 
a proof of their religious advancement. Rather 
let them examine themselves by a different 
touchstone; see whether their love to God 
and man increases; whether they are in 
that state of humility to which a blessing is 
annexed, and whether they abound in right- 
eousness and good works. 


epee 


“The stone is rolled away from the sepul- 
chre” for all who believe. My Saviour has left 
the prints of his feet in the dark valley, from 
end to end, and made it the highway to the ever- 
lasting kingdom. Let me wait prayerfully and 
work diligently, “ all the days of my appointed 
time.” And when this frail:ent of earth loos- 
ens, and shrinks, and falls, may I pass forth from 
it, as Peter from his prison, wakened by an angel 
and find myself standing in a trance of joy, on 
the street of the New Jerusalem. There thou 
shalt awake and walk with Him in sweet com- 
panionship for ever. ‘The day breaks, and 
the shadows flee away.” 
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MEETING, 1864. 


The foliowing digest of the Tabular State- 
ments, prepared under the direction of the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings in accordance with the direc- 
tions of the Yearly Meeting, has been now read. 
The Quarterly Meetings are directed to make 
this return annually. 


The following is a digest of the Tabular Re- 


turns from the several Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings :— 


1. Of the 23 Quarterly and General Meetings 
in Great Britain, 


one consists of 7 Monthly Mcetings, 
“ “ 


one ‘“ of 6 

two “ of 5 “cc ““ 
seven “ of 4 6 “ 
-_ * of 3 “ “ 
= « of 2 . " 


2. Of these 81 Monthly Meetings, 
one is composed of 13 Particular Meetings, 


one of 9 e “< 
six 6 of 7 “ ee 
seven “ of 6 “ s 
fourteen “ of 5 ae « 
eighteen “ of 4 “ “ 
eighteen “ of 3 « “ 
thirteen “ of 2 6 “ 
two - of 1 “ ‘ 


Making together a total of about 330 meetings 
for worship. 


8. The aggregate number of members be- 
longing to meetings in Great Britain at the end 
of 1863, as shown by the returns, was 13,761, 
viz :—6,443 males, and 7,318 females. In this 
number were included 237 residing in various 
parts of the world, viz. :— 


In Australia......... iudaaaeeenas 96 
North and South America... 45 
New Zealand.........+000- ar 
India and Ceylon............ 15 
CNG ck ndecdacaccannesusceie «ae 
France........ uxeiban Sic adeekes 14 
BIER cidicadccesvecs Vidacadias 9 
Other countries.............0+ ll 


4. The number of habitual attenders of our 
meetings for worship, not in membership, was 
reported to be 3,560, being an increase of 230 
over the number stated last year, and 370 more 
than those of the previous year. This class is, 
generally speaking, more numerous in the 
northern than in the southern part of Great 
Britain. 


5. Only 49 marriages are reported to have 
taken place. In seven of these one only of the 
parties was a member, and in one case neither 
party. The number of births was 263, and of 
deaths 255. 


6. There were admitted into the Society, by 
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convincement 61, by reinstatement 18, and as 
minors 56; together, 135. There had been 93 
resignations and 50 disownments ; together, 143. 
The number of the latter is greater than it 
otherwise would have been, in consequence of 
eases of delinquency that had long existed in 
Australia having been brought under the notice 
of the meetings in this country of which the 
parties were members, through the operation of 
the new arrangements in regard to certificates 
and membership adopted by the Yearly Meeting 
in 1861. 


7. The returns from London and Middlesex 
shew an increase of 81 members, whilst in Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire there was a decrease of 
44; changes which, in both cases, may proba- 
bly be accounted for by the state of commercial 
affairs. The aggregate returns from all the 
Quarterly and General Meetings exhibit an ap- 
parent reduction of 49 members in the course of 
the year. But from this number must be de- 
ducted 37, being the excess of out-going over 
in-coming certificates to and from meetings in 
Great Britain. And in consequence of the 32 
certificates to Australia having been, in a major- 
ity of cases, on behalf of persons who had been 
long resident there, only a portion of these must 
come into the present year’s statement. With 
these corrections, there appears to have been 
a small increase in the number of members, 
viz :— 





ME acts sdsivesanens 263 | Deaths...... waicucpens OD 
Admitted into Mem- Disownments and 
bership. .....c00 135 Resignations.......++ 143 
Removed from Ire- Removed to Ire- 
PIE sakcceueusuebes das . PAG ss ciscccadcns ; 10 
North America, &c., to North America 5 


428 


/: to Australia (say) 15 
| Estimated Increase 7 


435 435 


8. Returns have also been received from the 
three recognized meetings for discipline in 
Australia. The number of members as reported 
was 237, viz., 106 in Victoria, 75 in South 
Australia, and 56 in Tasmania. In the three 
meetings there were only 28 habitual attenders 
not in membership. There had been two deaths, 
one marriage, and seven births, and two had 
been added by convincement. In the report of 
the government census of 1861, recently pub- 
lished, the numb_r of members in Victoria is 
stated to be 273, instead of 106, as above men- 
tioned.* 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
SAMUEL Fox. 


Devonshire House, 14th of Fifth Month, 1864. 





* The larger number, doubtless, includes all those 
professing with Friends as well as such as are still 
members of Monthly Meetings in this country. 





REVIEW. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW 
‘PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MONTH 24, 1864. 


To our Rennes. AND Reena 
have been much encouraged by the numerous 
respdnses to our appeal, near the commence- 
ment of the current volume of Friends’ Review, 
for an increase of subscribers. But the con- 
tinued high prices of paper and printing ad- 
monish us that, in order to meet our expenses 
and to prevent an increase of our terms, we 
must ask our friends to continue their exertions 
in procuring additional names for our subscrip- 
tion list. 

New subscribers may commence at any time 
during the progress of a volume, but, in some 
respects, it is convenient to both subscriber 
and publisher that subscriptions should begin 
with the first week of the new-year. As this 
time is very near, we hope for the prompt at- 
tention of our agents and subscribers in en- 
deavors to extend the circulation of the Review 
amongst their friends and neighbors who are 
not yet subscribers. 





New ENGLAND FRIENDS AND THE FREED- 
PEOPLE.—We have received a copy of a Report 
made by some members of the Executive Com- 
mittee of New Englaud Yearly Meeting who have 
visited the freed-people of color in Washiagton 
and Virginia, and investigated their condition 
and needs. It isa document of much interest, but 
is too long for insertion in the Review. 

The conclusion to which the sub-committee 
arrived, after visiting Washington, Arlington 
Heights, Mason’s Island, Alexandria, City 
Point, Norfolk, Fortress Monroe and Hampton, 
was that “ Washington and vicinity should be 
the field of operation for New Eagland 
Friends.” The Executive Committce, at a 
Meeting held at Providence on the 18th ult., 
approved this proposition, and the several meas- 
ures recommended in the Report, and will take 
the steps necessary to carry them into effect, as 
the means are contributed. 

The Report advises that “ a female mission- 
agent, or visitor, be employed, to visit the 
families, to ascertain their circumstances and 
wants, to render them such advice as she may 
deem necessary—and where she finds it to be 
required, to distribute clothing to be sent to 
her by us; and to obtain for them such nour- 
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ishment in sickness as may be procured ata 
kitchen established in connection with the col- 
ored hospital, and which has been provided 
through the exertions of those visitors already 
located there :—That an agent should be imme- 
diately sent to City Point with clothing, blank- 
ets, and shoes, and remain there to distribute it 
as long as the committee deem it necessary, and 
to render them such aid in their transition state 
as he may feel to be required :-—That a lot 
should be purchased in a suitable locality in 
Washington, whereon shall be erected a build- 
ing, calculated for a school-room and store-room 
for clothing, both for free distribution and for 
sale at moderate rates; and also for an assort- 
ment of goods suited to the wants of the Freed- 
men, and to be sold to them at prices barely 
covering the cost. This building also to con- 
tain rooms for the accommodation of the store- 


keeper and family, the Mission visitor and 
teacher.” 


The following extract from the Report pre- 
sents an encouraging view of the results of la- 
bor already bestowed :— 

“ We visited the rope-walk [at Norfolk,] the 
place to which the new comers are taken, and 
in which there is a hospital for the sick—also 
the Taylor Farm, where there are about 1,000 
of the people, mostly the wives and families of 
soldiers now in the army. Here nearly two 
hundred houses have been built by the govern- 
ment and much has been done to render them 
comfortable; but here as well as at the rope- 
walk, we felt that there was great need of more 
efficient officers to dispense the governmeut 
charities. Our friend Sarah F. Smiley has re- 
cently established herself here as a volunteer 
visitor among the families. We think her ser 
vices will be of great value in looking up cases 
of sickness and destitution, in alleviating suf- 
fering, in bringing to light the abuses of gov- 
ernment charities, and in rendering advice and 
assistance in various ways. She is about to es- 
tablish a mothers’ meeting, in which she will 
teach them to sew, to make and mend their 
clothing. At Fortress Monroe and Hampton, 
the people seem to be very thriving; the men 
find plenty of employment from the govern- 
ment, and the women in washing for the hospi- 
tals, and in keeping eating saloons and stalls. 
The store established by Philadelphia Friends, 
and kept by Enoch Harlan, is well patronized, 
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and is of great value to the colored people. 


Here articles are sold to them at such prices as 
will simply cover the cost, and thus they are 
saved from the exorbitant rates charged by the 
sutlers. We passed the night at the Orphanage, 
established by the Women’s Aid Society of 
Philadelphia; and in which there are at the 
present time, 17 girls. Their intention is to 
keep them here until suitable places can be 
found for them in families. They have a school- 
house on the grounds and a teacher sent by the 
same society. The other schools in these places 
are taught by teachers sent by the American 
Missionary Society. Gen. Butler is building a 
very large school-house at Hampton, in which 
are to be accommodated some six or eight hun- 
dred pupils, to be taught somewhat on the Lan- 
casterian plan. In the Norfolk district, under 
the care of Captain Brown, and that of Hamp- 
ton and Fortress Monroe, under the charge of 
Captain Wilder, the organization under the 
government is very complete. The Friends of 
New York are about to establish four stores in 
Norfolk and vicinity. In Captain Wilder's de- 
partment, Friends of Philadelphia are doing a 
great work, at Yorktown particularly, where 
they have established a mission-house, with a 
store and several schools.”’ 

The Report closes with an earnest appeal to 
New England Friends, not to let this crisis 
pass without nobly responding to the necessi- 
ties of a down-trodden people. ‘They need 
our thousands, our five hundreds, our hundreds, 
our fifties and our tens. They should have 
something from every adult and from every 
child, according to his ability, and we can but 
hope that all will feel it a pleasure to contrib- 
ute freely to enable this enterprise to go on and 
prosper.” 


——__ —_-~0—- ___—_ 


Married, at Mount Pleasant Meeting, Ohio, on 
the 18th of 9th month, 1864, Samue. E. Hague, of 
Short Creek Monthly Meeting, son of Henry and 
Sarah Ann Hague, (the former deceased,) to Mary 
Harrison, daughter of Richard and Elizabeth Nar- 
rison. 





, at Miami Meeting, Waynesville, Obio, on 
the 2d of 11th month, 1864, Davin T. Prironarp, of 
Raysville, Indiana, to Saran A. Hate, of the former 
place. 





, at Friends’ Meeting, Raysville, Indi:na, on 
the 30th of 11th month, 1864, Epmunxp Wuire, to 
Emity J. Wooparb. 


, at Poplar Run Meeting, on the 29th of 9th 
month, 1864, JosspH C. Jackson to ABIGAIL JANE 
Diggs, all of Poplar Run. 
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Marriep, at Sugar Grove, on the 8th of 9th month, 
1864, Josera S. Bonn, of Poplar Ran Monthly Meet- 
ing, to Satty Menpenna.t, of Plainfield Monthly 
Meeting, all of Indiana. 


a member of Dover Monthly Meeting, Naturally 
retiring in her disposition, she was scrupulously 
careful practically to maintain all the testimonies 
of Friends. As bealth failed, and she could no 





































——, at Friends’ Meeting, Sugar Grove, on the 
8th instant, SoLomon B. Wooparp, of Rocky Run 
Monthly Meeting, to Mary, daughter of Matthew 


and Eunice Stanley, of Plainfield Monthly Meeting, 
Indiana. 


she quietly yielded to the slow progress of disease, 
and peacefully met death as one falling asleep ; 
leaving the comfortable assurance that she was ac- 
cepted of her Heavenly Father. 


Diep, in Dover, N. H., on the 23d of "th month, 
1864, after a short and painful illness, Mary E. 
Purinton, daugbter of Jacob K. and Gulielma M. 
Purinton, aged 16 years and 6 months. During her 
sickness, she requested the Scriptures to be read to 
uer, and frequently the twenty-third Psalm. When 
informed that it was thought she would not live, 
she calmly said she had no fear of death, and with 
& sweet spirit of resignation, she committed herself 
to her Heavenly Father’s will. 





——, near Mooresville, Indiana, at White Lick 
Meeting, on the 30th of 11th month, 1864, Henry 
CopELanp, of West Union Monthly Meeting, Inod., 
son of Henry and Dorothy Copeland, of Northamp- 
ton county, North Carolina, to Saran A. Carter, 
daughter of John D. and Ruth Carter. : 


iin epbpeaca te 
Dizp, on the 9th inst., in Upper Darby, near Phila- 


delphia, Appy Jané Pennock, wife of Abraham L. 
Pennock, Jr., in the 36th year of her age. 





, in Montgomery county, Indiana, on the 6th 
of 9th month, 1864, JonaTHaw Larcent, in the 67th 
year of his age. He was a member of Sugar River 
Monthly Meeting. 


——, at Plainfield, Ind. ,on the 27th of 11th month, 
1864 Saran, daughter of Enoch and Asenvth Carter, 
(the former deceased,) aged 25 years; a member of 
Plainfield Monthly Meeting. Her health had been 
delicate from childhood, and her resources for en- 
joyment were sought in books, aud the society of 
her family, to which ber cheerful and unobtrusive 
piety greatly endeared her. She was early versed 
in the Holy Scriptures, and through life derived 
great consolation from their perusal. She bore her 
last illness (wbich was protracted) with great pa- 
tience, saying, it was all right, and that she saw 
nothing in her way, whatever might be the termina- 
tion, for the work of preparation had not been put 
off for a sick bed. 


+0 


POCKET ALMANAC FoR 1865. 

The subscriber has now ready his Pocket Almanac 
for 1865, interleaved, price 10 cents, on receipt of 
which, it will be sent by mail, post paid. 

H. Lonastrers, 1336 Chestnut St., Phila. 


—————-~<er ——__— 


——,, at Plainfield, Indiana, on the 26th of 10th 
month, 1864, ApranaM Norpyxe, aged 64 years, 1 
month and 18 days; a member of Wabasb Montbly 
Meeting. His last iliness was short, but the suffer- 
ings severe, which be bore with Christian fortitude; 
saying, he felt resigned to the will ef the Lord, and 
saw nothing in his way. His end was peaceful. 


, at the residence of his son, Thomas Miller, 
near Springboro’, Ohio, on the 24th of 8th month, 
1864, Sotomon Mixusgr, in the 85th year of his age; 
an esteemed member of Springboro’ Mo. Meeting. 


——, on the 23d of 8th month, 1864, Linpiey D., 


youngest son of Davis and Mary Pickett, aged 2 
years and 10 days. 








; on the 6th of 9th month, 1864, Mary Pick- 
kTT, wife of Davis Pickett, aged 32 years. 5 months 
and 16 days; a member of Pleasant Hill Monthly 
Meeting, Iod. During a protracted illness, the lat- 
ter part of which caused extreme physical suffering, 
she was never heard to murmur; but through all, 
evinced a sweet spirit of resignation to her Heavenly 
Father’s will. She was frequently heard to say, 
that all remained to be peace and quietness in her 


mind, and she left the consoling evidence that her 
end was peace. 





Howson says—‘‘ Had Christ continued on 
earth among his disciples, their trust would only 
have been the continuance of a holy buman 
love. It would not have been faith. It would 
not have been an adequate training for the life 
tocome. The disciples were not weaker through 
His departure, but stronger. Nay: all their 
strength dates from the time when He was 
present with them only through the spirit. 
However infinitely precious to them to have 
lived with Him in human love, however infinite- 
ly precious to us to read of that sacred inter- 
course however necessary, for the certainty ofour 
belief, to have the detailed record of the visible 
life of Jesus Christ—still, the want of our souls 
is an inwara, spiritual life. His presence in 
the Holy Spirit must really be the basis of our 
Christian experience; and his absence from 
the bodily eye is the condition of His presence 
to theinner eye of the mind and heart. By 
this presence it is that the formation of char- 
acter proceeds. The habit of patient work for 
others—loving devotion to the cause of Christ 


—), on the 15th of 2d month, 1864, Nancy, wife 
of Cyrus Pickett, aged 25 years, 4 months and 3 
days ; a member of Pleasant Hill Monthly Meeting. 


—-, in West Elkton, Ohio, on the 30th of 10th 
month, 1864, NarHan Mappock, aged 86 years, 2 


months and 20 days; a member of Elk Monthly 
Meeting. 


——, on the 2d of 12th month, 1864, Atsert C., 
son of Jonathan and Mary Ann Baldwin, in the 21st 
year of his age; a member of West Grove Monthly 
Meeting, Ind. He lingered for several weeks with 
typhoid fever, but hardly a murmur was heard to 
escape his lips. In his expiring moments he ex- 
claimed, ‘I am going home to Jesus, to a better 
land ;” inviting his parents and others present to 
meet him there, repeating the angelic song, “ Glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace and good will 
to men.” 


——, on the 21st of 10th month, 1864, Hannan T. 
Davis, in the 53d year of her age; a member of 
West Grove Monthly Meeting, Ind. She bore a 
lingering illness with Christian patience and resig- 
nation. 


——, in Dover, N. H., on the 23d of 9th month 
1864, HarrieT HowArp, in the 61st year of her age ; 


longer mingle with them in a collective capacity, 
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—joy and peace in believing; this is what we 
really want—this life of actual experience—the 
life of Christ through the Spirit in the soul. 
And do we not lay too much stress, as grounds of 
our confidence, on the outward and visible signs 
of our religion ; on the antiquity of great recol- 
lections; on the breadth of Christian civilization; 
on the progress of missions; on the numbers of 
true Christians among us? Now, while not 
disregarding these, let us remember that there 
is still a higher confidence—still a ‘ more excel- 
lent way;’ viz., that diving faith which can be 
inwardly sustained, though outward tokens be 
wanting—that there is such a thing as ‘ hoping 
against hope’—that‘ walking by faith’ is the an- 
tithesis of ‘ walking bysighbt.’ Let not our gaze 
too exclusively wander over the broad roofs, or 
even the temple courts of our earthly Jerusa- 
lem. But, with the disciples, let our steadfast 
eve be directed to the cloud, beyond which is 


the living Saviour. Let our conversation be in 
Heaven.” 





ete 

NATURAL THEOLOGY OF THE ATMOSPHERE. 

The evidences and illustrations of design in 
the workings and adaptation of the vegetable 
and animal worlds, and even in the structure 
of the solar system, demonstrating the agency 
of a skilful and provident Creator, have been 
discussed with tolerable thoroughness, and are 
now quite familiar to the mass of readers. The 
natural theology of chemistry,—the evidence of 
forethought which is given by the properties 
and relations of the different substances of which 
the globe is composed,—has not been so well 
investigated. Indeed it could not be, for not- 
withstanding the rapid progress of chemical 
discovery, the science it unfolds is yet very 
imperfect, and is but dimly understood, even 
by its most skilful manipulatgrs. The theories 
of to-day are all likely to be overturned to- 
morrow by some new development, as those of 
the last century were by the discoveries of Davy 
and others. But chemistry also, as far as it is 
certain, adds new and pertinent illustrations of 
the harmony of creation, of the perfect adapt- 
edness of the elements to the properties of each 
other, and joins its emphatic testimony to that 


of the other sciences, of the divine origin of 


the Universe. 

Professor Cooke has given a very lucid ex- 
position of this subject, particularly as to 
the proofs of God’s plan shown by the atmos- 
phere and its elements, in his lectures on Reli- 
gion and Chemistry. The atmosphere as a 
whole, the oxygen, nitrogen, carbonic acid, and 
water, of which it is composed, show by their 
individual and collective properties, that they 
are no accidental agglomeration of elements, 
but that they are the very substances best suited 
for the office of an atmosphere, and that they 
are placed there in the exact proportions in 
which they can best serve their purpose; that 



















they were created and combined as they are 
with a design. 
space at our command to follow Professor Cooke 
throughout his whole argument, and we must 
content ourselves with extracting a few of his 
most pertinent illustrations. 


It would be impossible in the 


How admirably is the atmosphere adapted as 


a diffuser of light : 


“The atmosphere, although very much more 


pervious to light than any kind of solid or liquid 


matter, is far from being perfectly transparent. 
Indeed, the reverse is sufficiently evident from 
our daily experience. Every one has noticed 
that distant objects appear less distinct in pro- 
portion as they are removed, their colors be- 
come fainter, the contrast between light and 
shade less marked, and that they seem as if 
covered with a pale blue veil. This effect, al- 
ways noticed on distant mountains, is owing to 
a partial absorption of the light while passing 
through the atmosphere ; for, were the passage 
of the rays wholly unimpeded, all objects, al- 
though reduced in size in proportion to their 
distance, would appear equally distinct, and 
their colors equally brilliant. 

The transparency of the atmosphere differs 
very greatly under different circumstances, but 
it has been estimated that under the most fav- 
orable conditions at least 30 per cent. of all the 
light coming from the heavenly bodies is ab- 
sorbed before reaching the surface of the earth ; 
and in our latitude at this season, evea when 
the sun is on the meridian and the sky clear, 
fully one-half of his rays are thus spent. Do 
pot suppose, however, that all the light so ex- 
pended is lost. Quite the contrary; for every 
particle of the atmosphere, illuminated by the 
sunbeam, becomes itself a new centre of emis- 
sion, radiating the ligkt in every direction. 

This diffusion of the sun’s rays is the cause 
of that wonderful effect which we term daylight. 
I say wonderful effect, for although so familiar, 
it is one of the most remarkable results of skil- 
ful adaptation and infinite wisdom. The very 
daylight which streams in at the open windows 
of our houses, filling them with cheerfulness, 
and penetrating to their inmost recesses, which 
enlivens the whole landscape, and which bars 
and bolts cannot wholly exclude even from the 
prisoner’s dungeon, is another evidence of the 
adjustment of the density of the atmosphere to 
the constitution of man. 

In order that you may see the force of this 
evidence, let us inquire what would be the effect 
of the sun’s light if there were no atmosphere, 
assuming, for the sake of illustration, that man 
could exist under such conditions. The known 
principles of optics will furnish an answer to 
our question. They inform us that while all 
objects directly illuminated by the sun would 
shine so brilliantly as to dazzle the eye, every- 
thing else would be in complete darkness. The 
interior of our dwellings would be at mid-day 
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as dark as during the darkest night; and the 
contrast between light and shadow would be 
stronger than that between the most brilliant 
sunlight and the blackest darkness now known. 
Our eyes, as little fitted to such conditions as 
our lungs, would be blinded by the sudden al- 
ternations, and distinct vision would be render- 
ed impossible. 

Thus it appears that the atmosphere is as 
much an essential condition of our seeing as of 
our breathing. But more than this, the im- 
measurable pleasure which we derive from our 
sense of vision depends upon the exact adapta- 
tion of the density of the atmosphere to the or- 
ganization of the eye. Similar effects to those 


The atmosphere not only thus acts in dif- 
fusing the sun’s rays, and retaining the heat 
which they bring to us, but it also subserves 
an equally important end in distributing their 
genial warmth over the whole surface of the 
earth, thus moderating the climate of the tem- 
perate zone, and mitigating the intense heat of 
the tropics. Air, like all gases, is expanded 
by heat, and thus rendered specifically lighter ; 
and on this simple principle all our methods of 
warming and ventilating are based. When now 
it is remembered that the atmosphere under 
the tropics must become more intensely heated 
by the vertical rays of the sun than it is in the 
temperate zones, the result will be obvious. 
just noticed, although of course on a greatly|The heated air rises, and the cold air rushes 
diminished scale, would result were the density|in from the north and the south to take its 
of the atmosphere materially diminished. This] place. Thus, two general currents are excited 
is not a matter of theory, for such effects have|in the aérial ocean of each hemisphere—one on 
been frequently noticed on the summits of|the surface of the earth tending towards the 
high mountains, where the air is much rarer | equator, and another, higher in the atmosphere, 
than at the sea-level. On the top of Mount| tending towards the poles.” 
Blanc the sky has a blackish hue, and the stars} ‘‘The argument from the adaptations of na- 
are seen at mid-day. The glare of the direct|ture is of the kind we call cumulative. Its 
light is insupportable to the eye, and even the re- | force depends on the concurrence of many and 
flection from the snow blisters the unprotected | varied examples. It is not based on one iso- 
skin, while at the same time the contrast be-| lated case of adaptation, or even on a thousand; 
tween light and shade, unnaturally increased, | but there is a host of conditions, which no man 
gives to all near objects a peculiar and ghastly|can number, each adjusted to each, and all 
aspect. This effect results, it is true, from a| bound together in one harmonious whole. Con- 
very great diminution in the density of the air ;| sider only the examples we have discovered in 
but when you reflect upon what delicate con-|the very narrow field to which we have limited 
trasts of light and shade the beauty of a land-| our study. How numberless are the conditions 
scape Cepends—the clearness of the foreground, |on which the harmonious working of the va- 
the gray of the middle distance, and the tender| ried functions of the atmosphere depends! In 
purple of the distant bills all blending into one/| the first place, there is the expansive tendency 
harmonious whole—you can appreciate how| of the air, sustained by the solar heat, and re- 
slight a change would disturb the result, and de-| strained by the force of gravity, by which alone 
ptive the sense of beauty of its purestenjoyment. |it is held to the surface of the globe. Then 

It is evident that the atmosphere must act|there is the density, exactly adjusted to the 
in diffusing heat just as we have seen that it| human organism, ‘and depending on the meas- 
acts in diffusing light. Indeed, this effect is| ures and weights of the solar system. Next 
one of the thousand conditions on which the| there are all the delicate relations to light, heat, 
existence of organic life depends. Were it not|and electricity. Passing to the separate con- 
for the influence of the atmosphere, the great-| stituents of the atmosphere, there is oxygen, 
est extremes of temperature would be produced | with its three distinct modifications, endowed 
by the alternation of day and night, and even | with fiery affinities, and yet so carefully guarded 
were the density of the atmosphere reduced] as to be a beneficent servant of man, intrusted 
only one-half, the variation would be so great| with the most varied and seemingly incompati- 
as to render the existence of the higher forms| ole functions, and discharging each with equal 
of organic life impossible, except, perhaps, in| fidelity and precision; next there is water, 
the more favored regions of the earth. nourishing all nature with its dews and rains, 

But not only does the atmospbere diffuse| tempering the polar climates with the latent 
the heat of the sun’s rays; it alsoacts,and even| warmth of its genial currents, and protecting 
more effectually, in retaining on the surface the] with its great frost-blanket the delicate plants 
heat which the earth is constantly receiving} from the winter’s cold—exceptioval in all its 
from that great central luminary. The atmos-| qualities, and each adapted to some beneficent 
phere has been compared to a mantle, and the|end; then comes carbonié acid, concealing in 
comparison is just; for, like a huge cloak, it|its transparent folds the solid framework of all 
envelopes the earth in its folds, and protects it| organized beings, and the source of those price- 
from the ciill of the celestial spaces through | less beds of cual, with their inexhaustible stores 
which we are rushing with such frightful velo-|of heat aud force; and lastly, but not least in 


city. interest or impurtance, there is nitrogen, so re- 
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markably inert, and yet endowed with such 
varied affinities, forming such numberless com- 
pounds, and imparting to all such singular in- 
stability. As we thus hastily review the 
ground we have surveyed together, you will 
recall the numerous adaptations which we dis- 
covered while studying the wonderful cycles of 
change in which all these substances conspire, 
wheel revolving withia wheel, and yet all mov- 
ing with such delicacy and beauty of adjust- 
ment that no jar is felt through all this com- 
plicated mechanism, and not the slightest de- 
rangement occurs in any of its ten thousand 
parts.” — The Methodist. 


—_—_ -~er—- ____ —_- 


From the London Friend. 
BIBLICAL ITEMS. 
JERUSALEM AND ITS NEIGHBORHOOD. 


Increased Fertility of the Land near Jerusa- 
lem.—At Trent Conference on the 17th Au- 
gust, an interesting meeting in connection with 
the subject of Israel was held in the boys’ 
schoolroom 

Mr. Miner, an American gentleman, after 
reading and drawing attention to special por- 
tions of Ezek, xxxvi., stated that, about thirty 
years ago, Ibrahim Pasha laid out large sums 
upon the land around Jerusalem, with a view of 
favoring agriculture, and of improving the 
state of things then existing. The report in 
1836-7, as it regards those attempts, is that 
they had proved a failure. No harvest was 
gathered in, in consequence of there being no 
latter rain. (See Joel ii. 21-23.) The “ former 
(autumnal) rain’ has always come moderately, 
but not the “ latter (spring) rain.” It is 
a fact, that until the last twenty years the Jews 
could not have returned to the Holy Land with- 
out having to import food. Since about 1840, 
the latter rains have fallen regularly ; and now, 
instead of haviag to import food, agriculturists 
are able to export wheat, barley, oil and wine; 
and this state of prosperity is growing each year, 
the population at the same time rapidly increas- 
ing. . From a recent interview he had 
had with Sir M. Montefiore, he was able to as- 
sert that the value of the land in and around 
Jerusalem is more than double what it was 
some time ago, and that it is expected in ten 
years, or even in five years, to double again in 
value. The speaker drew especial attention to 
verses 4, 6, 8, &c., of Ezek. xxxvi., as showing 
that, prior to the restoration, the land itself 
shall prosper. The improved condition of Is- 
rael as regards civil and religious privileges was 
also pointed out as worthy of attenticn and of 
deep interest. 

Mr. Littlecot, who had been in the Holy 
Land, stated that until lately thére had been 
but few trees there; that it was peopled mostly 
by strangers, but that the land was being pre- 
pared by those very strangers for the Jews. 


The spiritual blessings, too, were rather amongst 
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those strangers than amongst the Jews. He 
spoke of the large crops now produced, and that 
last year, when he was visiting Jerusalem, vast 
numbers of oranges were grown for exportation, 
as well as other crops. As yet not one-tenth of 
the land was cultivated. If it were so, the 
Arabs would come and carry away the crops. 

Pastor Petaval, among other remarks, alluded 
to a society just formed in this country for the 
purpose of supplying Jerusalem with water, 
adding, “let us see in these healthy and living 
waters the types and fore-runners of the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit for which we wait.”— 
Abridged from The Revival. 

The water supply and drainage of Jerusalem 
form the subject of a recent able work by John 
Irwine Chitty, Civil Engineer, D.C.L., &c., of 
which an interesting résumé was read before 
the Syro-Egyptian Society last Third Month, 
In it the writer showed how, at a very mode- 
rate outlay, the city might be efficiently drained 
and supplied with water. The Jersualem Water 
Relief Society has been formed to give effect to 
Dr. Chitty’s recommendations. It consists of 
Jews and Christians without regard to seet, 
creed, or nationality. Among its patrons are 
Lord Shaftesbury and Sir R. Murchison, and 
“the Rev.” John Mills is its honorary Secre- 
tary. We shall be truly glad to learn that the 
sum required to construct the most essential 
works, about £8.00, has been raised. We ex- 
tract the following from Dr. Chitty’s paper be- 
fore referred to:— 

‘The rainy season at Jerusalem commences 
about the middle of October and usually termi- 
nates about the end of April, after which no 
rain falls, except an occasional shower during 
the month of May. Hydrometric registers, 
quoted in Beardmore’s tables, show particulars 
of the rain-fall in the district during twelve 
years. The annual depth of rain is no less than 
65 inches. In one of the years recorded it 
amounted to 104 inches, and on no occasion 
was it less than 29 1-5 inches. Dr. Barclay’s 
observations confirm the statement.” 

After describing the works necessary for 
effectual drainage and water-supply, Dr. Chitty 
adds :— 

‘In the performance of these works, especi- 
ally in the sinking of the main sewer, not far 
from the cloisters of the Temple wall, in the 
‘valley of slaughter,’ where cities lie on cities, 
and ruins over ruins—fifty feet, sixty feet in 
depth—what relics of the Jewish monarchy, 
what interesting antiquities might not be dis- 
covered ! Perhaps priceless manuscripts, histori- 
cal records, containing a fuller account of our 
race . . or of the Jews, that wondrous nation. 

. . The execution of this work would, I might 
almost say, infallibly lead to the discovery of 
one of the most important relics of the original 
Temple which we can now expect to find—the 
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piers and foundations of that magnificent bridge 
which Solomon built across the ‘T'y:opeon, ‘ his 
ascent by which he went up into the house of 
the Lord,’ mentioned in 2d Chronicles,— 
which, together with ‘his house that he had 
built,” and other objects of splendor, caused 
such astonishment in the Queen of Sheba ‘ that 
there was nospirit in her’ . . . For the 
discovery of the ‘springing’ of the arch of the 
eastern abutment of this bridge we are indebted 
to Lr. Robinson ; but the abutment itself, which 
formed part of the Temple wall, is buried in 
the ground, beneath the detritus and ruins of 
many Jerusalems. . . . Part of the first arch 
still remains protruding from the Haram wall. 
It consists of three courses of immense stones, 
one stone being 243 feet in length and another 
303, and measuring from a photograph, each of 
them is about 6 feet in height. 1t may well be 
asked, why were not these arch stones, which 
projected in such a conspicuous manner, dis- 
covered long before Dr. Robinson’s visit? The 
answer is simply this:—From a distance their 
real nature is not easily discernible, and, till 
lately, none but Moslems, true believers, were 
permitted to approach the wall of ‘the noble 
sanctuary,’ for that is the meaning of the ap- 
pellation, e/- Huram-esh- Sherif, save at one spot, 








“LORD, I BELIEVE.” 


O Gift of gifts! O Grace of Faith ! 
My God! how can it be, 
That Thou, who hast discerning love, 
Shouldst give that gift to me? ; 
How many hearts Thou mightst have had 
More innocent than mine! 
How many souls more worthy far 
Of that sweet touch of Thine! 
Ah Grace! into unlikeliest hearts 
It is thy boast to come: 
The glory of thy light to find 
In darkest spots a home. 
How will they die, how will they die, 
How bear the cross of grief, 
Who have not yet the light of faith, 
The courage of belief! 


The crowd of cares, the weightiest cross, 
Seem trifles less than light ;— 
Earth looks so little and so low 
When faith shines full and bright. 
O happy, happy that I am! 
If thou canst be, oh Faith! 
The treasure that thou art in life, 
What wilt thou be in death? 
Thy choice, O God of Goodness! then 
I lovingly adore, 
O give me grace to keep Thy grace 
And grace to merit more! Fapen. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 










Foreicn InTELLIGENCE.—Liverpool dates to the 
3rd inst. have been received. 

Great Britain.—Earl Russell, in reply to the 
note of the rebel commissioners presenting him the 
manifesto of the rebel Congress, saia that since the 
commencement of the civil war in this couutry, the 
British government has entertained sentiments of 
friendship equally for the North and the South ; that 
it has never presumed to judge of the causes of the 
rupture; that it deplored the commencement of 
the sanguinary struggle, and looks forward 
anxiously to its termination; but it is con- 
vinced that it best consults the interest of peace 
and respects the rights of all parties by observing 
a strict neutrality, and this it will continue to main- 
tain. 

France.—W. L. Dayton, U. S. Minister to France, 
died suddenly at Paris on the 2d. 


DenmMaRK aND Germany.—The Hanoverian and 
Saxon Federal troops are to be immediately witb- 
drawn from Holsteiv, a summary demand for their 
removal having been made by the Prussian govern- 
ment, supported, it is said, by Austria. 

Japan.—We have accounts from Kanagawa, that 
in the 8th month last, prior to the allied attack on 
the forts in the Straits of Simoneseki, one of the 
Daimios, named Chosin, attacked the cityof Miaco, the 
residence of the Mikado or spiritual Emperor, with a 
view, it is supposed, of seizing his person. The as- 
sailants, numbering less than 5000, were vigorously 
resisted, and were finally repulsed, but some of the 
outer buildings of tbe Mikado’s citadel were 
destroyed. ‘ During the contest, exploding shells set 
fire to different parts of the city; and, according to 
the native accounts, the fire raged for two days, and 
destroyed 78,000 houses and temples, and 3700 
warehouses, comprising about five-sixths of the city, 
and nearly half a million of people were made 
houseless. 

Sours Amerioa.—Plenipotentiaries from the Ar- 
gentine Republic, Chili, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, the 
United States of Columbia and Venezuela, met at 


where the Jews, upon payment of a tribute, are 
and have been for a number of years allowed to 
draw near aud kiss the stones of their ancient 
temple and mourn over its fall; hence the name 
it bears, the Jews’ Wailing Place. I have seen 
tears rolling down the poor creatures’ eyes as 
they loudly and vehemently chanted theirhymns, 
during the time shaking their bodies vehement- 
ly, (for what purpose | cannot tell), and then 
pressing their lips and bosoms to the hallowed 
great stones in the wall. It painfully called to 
memory the words of the Psalmist, ‘ Thy ser- 
vants take pleasure in her stones, and favor the 
dust thereof; and nothing more than a few 
stones and the very dust now remain to them. 

. . . The bridge (9492) is often incidentally 
mentioned by Josephus. It was either upon 
this very abutment, or near it, that Titus, 
having captured the Temple, stood to hold a 
parley with the Jews in their last extremity ; 
speaking to them across the Tyropeon—for 
they still retained possession of the ‘ Upper 
City’ or modern Zion—and entreating of those 
that were left to spare him the necessity of 
committing further carnage, by laying down 
their arms and submitting to his standard. I 
must own that I was never in my life so greatly 
afiected with compassion and awe as when wan- 
dering over the toundations of that Tyropcon 
bridge, amidst a jungle of gigantic cactus over- 
topping my head, and within a stone’s throw of 
the Jews’ Wailing Place.” 

Some are as eager to be rich, as ever they 
were to live.— Penn. 
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Lima on the 14th ult., and organized a South Amer- 
ican Congress, appointing the representative of Peru 
as presiding officer. Among the questions brought 


Domestic.—An order from the State Department, 
dated the 17th inst., directs that except immigrant 


passengers directly entering an American port by 
up, the Peruvian difficulty with Spain was consid-| sea, no traveller shall hereafter be allowed to enter 


ered one of the most important. On the 21st, the} the United States from a foreign country without a 
Congress resolved unanimously that the Peruvian | passport. If a citizen, the passport must be from 
government should immediately give instructions | the State Department, or from some United States 
for the recovery of the Chincha Islands, and that the | minister or consul abroad; if an alien, from the 
President of Peru shall have no power to make any | competent autbority of his own country, and coun- 
treaty with the Spanish Government, until the/|tersigned by a diplomatic ‘agent or consul of the 
islands shall be given up by Spain or taken by the! United States. Tuis order is intended to apply es- 
Peruvian forces. A new Custom-house law has | pecially to persons proposing to come into the coun- 
been passed in Chili, by which the coasting trade | try from the neighboring British Provinces. Its ob- 
of the republic is open to vessels of all nations, and | servance is to be strictly enforced by all civil, mili- 
anclorage, tonnage and light dues have been abol-|tary and naval officers in the service of the United 
ished. The export duties have been lowered con- | States, and the State and municipal authorities are 
siderably. A revolution is reported to have broken | requested to aid in executing it. Immigraut pas- 
out in Bolivia. sengers coming by sea are not to be obstructed, nor 
Mexico.—The Papal Nuncio and the Swedish | #"y persons who may set out on their way hither be- 
Minister to the United States arrived at Vera Cruz | fore information of this regulation could reasonably 
last month, the latter on a special mission to recog- | be expected to reach the country which they left. 
nize the new emperor. Gen. Ortega is said to have The rebel Commissioner of Exchange having de- 
been defeated on the 22d ult., in the interior. | clared exchanged all rebel prisoners delivered for 
Mazatlan surrendered to three French vessels on the | exchange or parole up to the 25th ult., the War De- 
13th ult., withont resistance. ome pe has issued a similar order concerning Fed- 
Canapa.—The case of the St. Albans bank rob- | °"), Prigonend. 
bers, after a postponement of a month, was resumed a eae ealaieee annonaces that Gen. Hays 
at Montreal on the 13th inst. Their counsel objected a ote ai eld, of Massachusetts, have been se- 
to the jurisdiction of the Court, and after some dis- | °°'® oa — necana Gee to the arrange- 
cussion of that question, and ashort adjournment to Oana rere ones er and Commissioner 
consider it, Justice Coursal decided that the case | ~% 0 *8 ‘U® Prisoners to be placed on parole to dis- 
was one which must be governed by the imperial areas ae States prisoners of war such cloth- 
(British), not the provincial act, and that as that ng a aa 7 Sees aaa by ger 
act required that the warrant for arrest should be peer will f es “ rom other sources. Gov 
signed by the Governor General, the court had no cna a ieee Nee blankets 
jurisdiciion in the case, and he must order the re- a cans thane’ oan and the friends of prinenere 
lease of the prisoners. As there were several in- call = te of fe a ing, and aoe conveniences 
dictments, he was appealed to by the prosecuting cach eae rr . a > a ee y government. All 
counsel to detain the prisoners on the other charges, as t wr ss = Sadie we Col. Mulford, the 
but he decided that he had not the right to do so. Won. ce exchange of prisoners, at Fortress Moaroe. 
This unexpected proceeding caused much excite- ~ : “a ae ie tin of Nevada was inaugurated 
ment on both sides of the frontier. It is understood e 5th inst. The Legislature was to meet on the 
that the Canadian Cabinet has unanimously con- Th Sebhatad Gell f Louisi 
demned the course of the Judge, and that the At-| | 4 es oe ees reece met on the 7th, 
torney General advised the immediate issue of new ie sad the seven votes of that State for Lincoln 
warrants for the arrest of the prisoners, and our een 
government, it is stated, has een officially informed 
that such warrants have been issued, and thaf dili- 
gent efforts will be used to execute them. The Can- 
adixn Parliament which usually meets in the 2nd 
month, will be summéned in next month, to take 
such steps as may be necessary to meetthe exigency. 
General Dix, as commander of the Department of 
the East, issued an order at New York on the 14th, 
stuting that on account of the discharge of these 
marauders and information that other enterprises 
are in preparation in Canada, itis necessary to adopt 
prompt and efficient measures to prote:t our frontier 
towns; and instructing all military commanders on 
the frontier, in case of further attempts of the kind, 
whether by marauders or pertons acting under com- 
missions from the rebel authorities, to shoot down 
the perpetrators, if possible, while committing the 
acts, or if it be necessary for their capture, to pur- 
sue them even into Canada; and if captured, not to 
surrender them, but to send them to the department 
headquarters for trial by martiallaw. He also urged 
the inhabitants of the frontier districts to abstain 
from all acts of retaliation for such outrages. The 
President having disapproved of that part of this 
order which authorized the crossing of the boundary, 
General Dix, on the 17th, revoked that portion, and | trains would be able to reach him in a day or two. 
directed the officers, in case of such marauding ex-| Gen. Canby, at New Orleans, reports on the 9th 
peditioos, to report to headquarters for orders before ) that an expedition sent from Vicksburg to co oper 
passing the boundary line in pursuit. ate with Geoeral Sherman's operations by cutting 









































Mivitary Arratrs.—Official dispatches inform us 
that General Thomas attacked Gen. Hood’s army in 
front of Nashville on the morning of the 15th inst. 
and during that day drove back its left wiug about 
eight miles, capturing 16 pieces of artillery, some 
wagons, and between 800 and 1000 prisoners. The 
next day, the battle was continued, General Hood’g 
right wing having retired during the night from ite 
position near the river to a new line, which wag 
carried after three assaults, and the whole army 
forced back two miles. A larger number of prison 
ers were txken than on the preceding day. On the 
evening of the 17th, General Thomas reported that 
General Hood had been pressed back beyond Frank— 
lin, and the cavalry was still pursuing. He algo 
stated thatthe Union loss was small, up tothe even- 
ing of the 16th probably not exceeding 3000, of 
whom very few were killed. With the co-operation 
of the gunboats, the rebels were also driven from 
their batteries on the Cumberland river below Nash- 
ville. On the 18th, General Thomas telegraphed 
from Spring Hill, some distance beyond Franklin 
that the pursuit bad been vigorously continued dur- 
ing the day, but the rebels had avoided any attack. 
He had found the railroad but little injured, and the 
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Hood’s communications with Mobile, had returned ; Liberia ; and to remove disqualification for carrying 
on the 4th, having been completely successful. It} mails on account of color; also, resolutions asking 
eonsisted of about 2000 cavalry with eight pieces of | the President for information concerning an arrange- 
artillery. After a flank movement on Jackson, Miss.,| ment between the governments of the United States 
it proceeded to the bridge over Big Black river, on | and Great Britain, relative to the naval force to be 
tbe Mississippi Central railroad, which was captured ! maintained upon the northern lakes ; instructing 
and destroyed, together with 30 miles of track, the | the Committee on the Conduct of the War to inquire 


railroad buildings at three depots, and a quantity of | 
cotton, stores, &c. The returning expedition was 
considerably harassed by large bodies of the rebel 
forces, but suffered no material losses, and brought 
back more recruits tban its loss of effective men. 
Another expedition was sent from Baton Rouge, the 
result of which is not yet certainly known, though 
it is reported to have reached Tangipaha on the 30th 
ult. A large fleet under Admiral Porter left Hamp- 
ton Roads on the 13th inst. for some destination not 
yet made public, on the coast further south, It 
passed Cape Hatteras on the 15th. 

Official dispatches have been received from Gen. 
Sherman, written on the 13th, on one of the gvn- 
boats in Ossabaw Sound, at the mouth of Ogeechee 
river, Ga. On the previous day a communication 
had been sent from his army to the fleet under Ad- 
miral Dahlgren. He states thaton the 13th, one di- 
vision of his army carried by assault, Fort McAllis- 
ter, near the mouth of the Ogeechee, capturing its 
garrison and stores, thus opening to him Ossabaw 
Sound. His forces had destroyed all the railroads 
leading into Savannah, and invested the city, their 
left being on the Savannah river three miles above 
the city, and the right on the Ogeechee. The army 
was in good order; the weather had been fine and | 
supplies abuudant, and the march bad not been mo- 
lested by guerillas. Not a wagon had beon lost, but 
a large nuwber of horses and mules had been col- 
lected, their teams were in better condition than at 
starting, and many negroes had followed them. 
They had destroyed over 200 miles of railroad, and 
had consumed provisions, &c., intended for the 
rebel armies. They bad captured two boats in the Sa- 
vannah river. Gen. Foster, whose troops bold part of 
the railroad between Savannah and Charleston, was 
in communication with Gen. Sherman, the two com- 
manders having had an interview at Fort McAllister 
on the 14th. They bad both also met with Admiral 
Dahlgren, who was prepared to co-operate with 
them in attacking Savannah. Gen. Sherman esti- 
mates the population of that city at 25,090, and the 
garrison 15,000, under the command of General 
Hardee. The rebel papers report Gen. Beauregard 
to have arrived at Charleston, some days before | 
General Sherman’s arrival at Savannah, and to have 
left that city for the scene of operations, but there 
is no account of his having reached Savannah. 

A rebel force under General Lyon has been oper- 
ating in the western part of Kentucky, having visited 
avd plundered Eddyville, Hopkinsville and other 
places. 

An order of the War Department, issued on the 
19h inst., calls all officers and soldiers not on duty 
to join their respective organizations, and directs 
deserters, &c., and those in hospitals but fit for ser- 
vice, to be forwarded to the front. 


_ The President bas issued a proclamation calling 
for 300,000 volunteers for one, two or three years, 


j 


to fill the deficiencies in the last call for 500,000 | 
men, issued inthe 7th month last, under which; 
only 250,000 men were actually furnished. If not, 
supplied by the 15th of 2d month, a draft shall then 
be made. 


Concress.—The Senate has passed bills author- 
izing the construction of revenue cutters for service 
on the lakes, and appropriating $1,000,000 to pay 
for them; to transfer a gunboat to the republic of 


into charges that disloyal persons are employed 
in navy-yards, &c.; and instructing the Military 
Committe to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the act of 1792 by establishing a uniform militia 
througbout the United States. The House bill estab- 
lishing a uniform system of bankruptcy was referred 
to the Judiciary Commitee, and the joint resolution 
for giving notice to Great Britain of the termination 
of the reciprocity treaty to that on Foreign Rela- 
tions. Bills were introduced to create the rank of 
Vice Admiral in the navy; to enable the people of 
Colorado to form a State government, and to pro- 
tect Missouri from periodical invasions, providing 
for the completion of the southwest branch of the 
Pacific railroad to Springfield, Mo., as a means ; and 
resolutions, to free the families of colored soldiers 
now held as slaves; directing the Military Committee 
to inquire into the expediency of enlisting an army 
corps to defend the northern frontier; instructing 
the Secretary of State, in view of the depredations 
committed on American commeree by vessels fitted 
out in British ports, to make out a list of ships and 
cargoes destroyed, and demand payment therefor 
from the British government; authorizing the ex- 
penditure of $10,000,000 to build fortifications and 
floating batteries to protectthe lakes and northern 
frontier; and authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue certain bonds to pay for feeding 
refugee Indians. 


The House passed bills as follows : providing that 
any alien 21 years old, who shall have been honor- 
ably discharged from the army, navy or marines, 
may become a citizen without any previous decla- 
ration, and shall not be required to prove more than 
one year’s residence ; dropping from the army rolls 
all major and brigadier generals who shall not be 
in service on the 15th prox., and repeating the same 
process monthly thereafter; the Senate bill for the 
construction of six steam reveuue cutters on the 
lakes ; the Pension, and the Consular and Diplomat- 
ic Appropriation bills ; a joint resolution giviog the 


‘true construction of the provisions of the Internal 


Revenue act relative to the tax on tobacco and se- 
gars; and a bill changing," in the Internal Revenue 
act of 1864, “ February” to “ January,” wherever it 
occurs. A clause of the last named bill, imposing 
an additional duty of 50 cents per gallon on domes- 
tic spirits held for sale on the 1st prox., was stricken 
out before its passage. Resolutions, offered by 
Davis, of Md., declaring that Congress has a Consti- 
tutional right to an authoritative voice in declaring 
the foreign policy of the United States, were adopt- 
ed; also others, instructing the Committee of Ways 
and Means to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the tax on coal; requesting the President to give 
the requisite notice for the termination of the recip- 
rocity treaty with Great Britain ; instructing the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to inquire into the 


| expediency of providing by treaty or otherwise for 


the protection of the northern frontier ; directing an 
investigation of the practical operation of the pene 
sion laws; and asking the Secretary of State for 
all the communications relative to difficulties on the 
Canadian border. A resolution, introduced by Eliot 
of Massachusetts, declaring that the State of Lou- 
isiana may resume its political relations with the 
general government, was referred to the Committee 
on the Rebellious States. 
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